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Benefits of Cosmic-FFP
A paper by Charles
Symons expaining the
financial benefits software
measurement, and how
this relates to the Cosmic-
FFP
Download

COsMIC-
FFPCertification

Click here for details of
the COSMIC-FFP
Certification Scheme, and
the register of certicate
holders.

Business Applications
Guidlines

A guide to the application
of COSMIC-FFP to the
domain of Business
Applications

Downloads of this and
other Cosmic publications
including The
Measurement Manual
and Method Update
Bulletins are available for
free download from

Cosmic Publications

The United Kingdom
Software Metrics
Association is the host
for the UK COSMIC-FFP
Special Interest Group.

The aim of the SIG is to
provide a forum for current
and prospective users of
the COSMIC-FFP method
to meet together in the UK
and to exchange
information about their
experience in
implementing and using
COSMIC-FFP. Members
will have direct contact
with COSMIC and its
resources for help and
advice, and to pass on
requests for improvement.
This close relationship will
ensure that the COSMIC-
FFP method truly meets
the needs of its users. If
you are interested in
participating in the Group
please to contact the UK
COSMIC-FFP SIG. Those
joining a SIG meeting will
be asked to join the UK
Software Metrics
Association (at no cost!).
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The Common Software Measurement International Consortium

advancing software functional size measurement
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Information about the COSMIC-FFP Method and the answers to some
frequently asked questions

The History of Software Functional Size Measurement (FSM)
What is Functional Size?
The importance of measuring Functional Size?
How does COSMIC-FFP work?

What advantages does COSMIC-FFP offer over other FSM methods?
What types of software has COSMIC-FFP been applied to?
UPDATED What policies and publications are available?

What is COSMIC, and how is it organised?

What papers and data have users of the COSMIC-FFP method published?
What support is there for the method, such as tools and training?

Further International Acceptance of COSMIC-FFP

On Dec.20th 2006, COSMIC-FFP was approved as a national standard in Japan and
issued as JIS X 0143.

(COSMIC-FFP has also been translated in Spanish and is a Spanish national standard)

ITMPI interviews Charles Symons

Charles Symons, joint project leader of COSMIC was recently interviewed by Michael Milutis
of the IT Metrics and Productivity Institute (http:/www.itmpi.org). The interview text,
covering a variety of issues on software metrics can be down-loaded in pdf format by clicking
on this link....

http://www.compaid.com/caiinternet/ezine/charlessymonsinterview.pdf

The IT Metrics and Productivity Institute is an organization dedicated to the promotion of
software process and measurement best practices. Click here to subscribe to their weekly
newsletter.

The Institute is holding an event at the Savoy Hotel in London on September 27, 2006 that
will feature keynote speaker Grant Rule, a member of the COSMIC Measurement Practices
Committee. For more details, please visit their main event site: The 2006 CIO Symposium on
Software Best Practices: Leveraging Metrics for Superior IT Management at

http://www.itmpi.org/uk

COSMIC-FFP Press Release

The COSMIC-FFP method approved as an ISO standard

The new COSMIC-FFP method of sizing the functional requirements of software has been
approved as an International Standard (ISO/IEC 19761:2003).

For software developers, the ability to measure a size of software from its functional
requirements or specifications early in the life of a project is a first key step for estimating
development effort. Further, as the size measure is independent of the technology used, it
provides a key component for software project performance measures such as productivity,
defined as ‘size / effort’.

Three other methods (IFPUG, originating in the USA, the Mkll FPA method from the UK and
the NESMA method from the Netherlands) have also been approved by ISO. These three
‘first generation’ functional sizing methods were all designed 10 — 20 years ago to work for
business application software. They are used in that domain for performance measurement,
estimating, benchmarking, etc. and in outsourced software contracts to control scope and
price/performance.

Developers of other types of software have had to use counts of Source Lines of Code
(SLOC) as their size measure. But as this size is only known accurately after the software is
complete, it is difficult to use for estimating. And being technology-dependent, SLOC counts
are difficult to use for performance comparisons, especially across multiple technologies.

To meet these challenges, the ‘second generation’ COSMIC-FFP method was designed from
the outset to measure the functional size of real-time, multi-layered software such as used in
telecoms, process control, and operating systems, as well as business application software,
all on the same measurement scale. Such wide applicability is unique and a break-though for
the world of software project performance measurement and estimating.

http://cosmicon.com/
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Announcement

The British Computer Society has
recognized in July 2006 COSMIC-
FFP as one of its ‘Technology
Award Medallist’ in the ‘Services’
category.

Request for Feedback

1000+ copies of the Cosmic-
FFP Measurement Manual and
other documents have been
downloaded. The people
running COSMIC would like to
hear about the experiences
users have had in implementing
the method.

We would appreciate it if you
could send any feedback you
might have to COSMIC Admin

We are particularly interested in
the types of software being
measured, and your opinions,
favourable or otherwise.

1/22/2007
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http://www.uksma.co.uk  The COSMIC-FFP method has progressed from the germ of an idea to approval as an
International Standard in the extremely short time of four years. The method is the first
success of COSMIC, the COmmon Software Measurement Consortium, a team of software
measurement experts from Europe, North America and Asia/Pacific. The method has been
extensively tested and is now becoming increasingly used, especially in the real-time world.

COSMIC Having been developed in the last few years, the method is compatible with modern
implementation guide specification methods such as UML, and with OO techniques.

for ISO 19761
(Cosmic-FFP Manual The ISO/IEC 19761:2003 standard for COSMIC-FFP can be purchased directly online from
V2.2) is available free- ISO at www.iso.ch - ISO/IEC 19761.

of-charge from:

The COSMIC Implementation Guide for ISO 19761 can be downloaded free-of-charge from:

www.lrgl.ugam.ca
www.lrgl.uqgam.ca/cosmic-ffp/manual.htm|

CONTACT

For further information
about COSMIC please
email:

COSMICON Admin

http://cosmicon.com/ 1/22/2007



COSMIC - Common Software International Consortium Page 3 of 3

Released by Charles Symons , for COSMIC

Site managed on behalf of COSMIC by Pentad Ltd

Googler

Copyright COSMIC, 2006. All rights reserved

Google Search |

http://cosmicon.com/ 1/22/2007



